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{, (Jimmy and I were two of the first to take
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B.P.O.W.R. A. News Sheet

“ When the

Lights Go Out ”

Life Unvaried and -
Monotonous!

et iyl 4
Dokt oM

parcels. Those are all the things one can
do here, to amuse or occupy oneself! At
noon we have the German soup. It does not
agree with me so I rarely take it. We have
a little tea, two' pieces of bread and a big
biscuit with jam and butter. I “ mess”
with three others. We pool all our food and
prepare a communial evening repast at
7 p.m. Two courses, meat or fish and dried
fruit, occasionally a pudding, all from Red
Cross parcels. We drink tea or cocoa. There
is a grave shortage of cooking utensils and
crockery. We are again counted at 8.30 p.m.
Lights out at 10.30 p.m. Such is an average
day. Life is unvaried and monotonous !

Camp Games.
31/8/43.

The weather has been a bit on and, offish

sesnere. It wasslovely yesterday and-is: blow:- -

Boou as

-t = e ed
§2h @ g eae vicritker on later this |

T
“attécuoon. We play single ended on a mat
* and all boundaries near (very) and far (not

. 0 very) are 4’s. Two-and-a-half hours' is

a game and we are so bad that it’s usually
over in time. The equipment is just about
going to last the season. The balls are
tied up with surgical tape - the mat has
been repaired twice and the gloves went
some time ago. Still, it is an amusing
game for a change. Y

. I had a game of tennis the other day —
we’ve got two courts (hard earth) and the
on:iy snag is the balls go all over the place
an

are continually getting mixed up with »

the five-a-side hockey pitch.

Out for a Walk.

P e IASE T hirsd

oy 's 3 ¢ o) 4 3
4t appeared that those who helped on the
oad construction inside - the - Perimeter

this up) would be allowed to go out. We
were under the charge of one German
officer and one interpreter. We revelled in
the pine woods and hills of Bavaria,

I should think roughly eight miles were
covered in a circular route over the hills
out of sight of the camp. Passing through
a picturesque tiny village, we saw an even
tinier church, built, I understand, in the
twelfth century. :

h cool on' the top of the hilis, and an
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hThe weather was delightfully suimy,(
Pate

i

excellent time was had by all. If you
imagine boys of 10 or 12 years out on a
Sunday School treat youlwill get the idea.

The excitement at se
bush had to be seen to hy
know if I shall be allow

Things are yery m ! brighter, and
never felt better since ¢gf ture, Study going
well. ———

ing a blackberry
believed. Don’t
to go out again.

Open Air €
10/9/43. ;
We had another open

R
cert yesterday—rather li}
third infermal stage sho
there is one more to:cor
name Pow Wow. I cay
them as I have had notij
bar answering a few S
switchboard wouldn’t §
wanted moving, I’y

1
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th'ﬁéstral con-

" do with them
‘?ca,lls when the
or something
1bs. of ‘Three
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/I STALAG VIII B, KDO. E. 56.

A group al Stalag VIII B.

Nuns in the last month and about 1,000
cigarettes, also a Monopoly kit. Thank you
very much for it all.

A Land Lubber.,
20/9/43.

1 have been for t]:.a’:.lsw*;v‘f*“:#"“"'(x

hospital and.e -

P
out to be some slight Thod poisonisg. i
quite fit again although rheumatism in my
old broken leg is rather troublesome and
I am having daily massage for it. The
doctof (the same who looked after me when
I had pleurisy) thinks I might lose the
rheumatism permanently, but that I ought
to try and pick as dry a spot as possible
‘after the war to live. I was in the isolation
ward by myself and very much enjoyed the

quietness —the first time I have not been =

sharing a room since 1940. Unfortunately,
whilst T was in hospital, the three papers
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- cay, was permitte

Ths Senior British Offic\r is commnicating tus following
it writin, to the fussiog autihoritizss Zars togdo . 4

FROM® Sen_oxr Britisk Ofidic s, stalaz- ITTA .. = S

e o
- TP S s

fox itepatristion, Stala: ITIA
May 7, 1945

In order t0~avaidamisundorstaniinéi I am putiin: into writinog

ihe principle statements sHieh T mace at our canfere:nce last Brrhi,

The situation of the British -at this camp is now as follows,
From 22ud APty T oSat the Tequest of* the Nussicn Authovities have been
Tesponsiblz for the aiinistration  ng Security of this entire eamp of
10,000 mixed nevionciities. The woy!: o€ the eanmp Gitring this “ime has
been carried out Lainly by British -ad Anerican ofiicers and men, - Tt
shoulad, howevar, be appreciated thaot, owin, to the Nussian orders re
confinement to camp, ste. o havé nal to continve to all intonts ond
Durposcs as prisuners,: That cese orders were a nilitary nececsivty is
of course clear, but nevertheless the result has been g werinz of the
Spirit of all ranks, It is 'infhortant tounderstend ang make allowances .
for the meatal at.ditude o) prksoners of wor Tho have boen liberated but
Are_siill denicad theipediresdon.. = =

e

The Tood situavion, up to Jesterday, was piecarious, and the
daily ration, ecven though ac-isted by Americen Supplies, is still Srosnly
inadequate, It is realized that the Russian acthorities overcame zreay
difiiculties in providing . foed at all under harassin§~pizgnmstances; but
it will alzo be asreed that ths supply oxrsanization of this comp perfor-
med most of the worik, Turtherrore, the Calp has becoms cven mere over-
crowded owing to the influx of*Italian Tsiugees. MThe problems of sani -
tation are Cousiderable, aad tha seneral health is threatened,

- Ix gpite of a1l this, the iascian OTlers yere obeyed and con-
trol was touintained up to the oth of lay, 0On tha< day an American
officer, representing Suvrere Alliag Z2adguarters, arrived with instruc-
tions to ev._cuate the Americans anc¢ Trit-gh in that order. ' His Coeden-
tials'were aot accepted by the Russian avtioritics herv, who stated that

B

(7 )
to evacunate All American and 5 reuw BXitish sniok.

u

thes could not aliow suca an évacuation to procecd since they had no i
orcers oa the susjecst, An,au?aﬁégte‘cenvoy, #iich also airived on this
=

Yesterday the Americen Iepresentative fronm oupreme Allied He -
quarters returned with & convo; to Carxys out his orders, Capt,., “Ychekanov
acting as deéputy for capt. HMedvedev, who was sicl, rerfused to alloy him
to proceed with his duties. Later, “ihen an attempt yas macde to proceed
with the evacu.tion, armed force Was uscd sjainst Amorican troops to
Prevent their iBovin: the camp . : '



No Goubt tais whole afiair is cue tC & nisuncerstending, but |
the situation cre.ted is extremely serious. In.spite of continual i
acesurances that we were to be repatriated with the lecast possible delay, -
we no:v see the Russians «ctively preventing such r epatriation. It is
impossible Zor me to explain or justify such action in the ejes of my
officers and men. I warned Capte Mecvedev on 4th lay that such a sit-
uation was likcly to arisc, and that, if it did, I could not be respon-
3 siblzs foxr tis conseqguentes.
Tast nisht I was-incofed, Ior the 1irsy time, that the chie- -

obstacle to our repairiation was that the—ro-istrotion was not complete..

I have ropeatedly offered to uncextane the whole tas. 0: Yesistrotion:

T could have complated it by now if my:.offer hac been accepted. In an;

casa., I cannot believe thot the fussians intend taav vital interests
should be threatened for the sale of a mere -ormality. :

f/#///. As the Senior British Pfficer here T am responsible, above all
else, for the elfare of my officers and nen. Phis welfare is serious..; |
endangered by the present situation. I thersfore derand that the positior
ma; be clar_iied without cdelay, and that our repatriation nay be pro- ;
ceeced with irrediately. Failimg this, I must usk to be enablcd to
cormunicate with my Government. i

vt gAY g s e

U

: Finclly I must point @s thzt th: present situation renders-ui: |
_ position a&s Senior Allied Ofiice untenabvle. I therefore resign thet :
positi & fxrou yw st bo-xégarded . as X3S, naihle v Corstaers
e e B amme e
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THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE
PRISONERS OF WAR COMFORTS FUND

(REGISTERED AS WAR CHARITY)

Patrons :
THE COUNTESS OF SHREWSBURY

THE LORD MAYOR OF STOKE-ON-TRENT

Chaisian : Liaison Officer :
Miss R. M. HARRISON, O.B.E.

Mrs. GUY GERMAN

COUNCILLOR A. E. HEWITT, M.C., J.P. Brocton Lodge, Stafford
Hod. Otoiat General Committee : Pinance :
e o Mrs. WHEELTON HIND, J.P,O.BE. Miss AUSTERBERRY Mr. E. W. TURNER
Mr. HUGH IRVING Mrs. GUY HIND Col. H. ROSCOE, O.B.E., T.D. (Treasurer)
(Paragon China Ltd. Longton)

Mrs. A. HILTON JOHN, J.P.
Mrs. ROSCOE

Mrs. T. H. RICHMOND
Mrs. KENNETH JONES
Mrs. W. H. HEWITT

Hon. Secretary :
Mr. F. POPE
Tolcarne, Kingsway West,
‘Westlands, Newcastle

Mr. PAUL BERNARD ROTH
ER.CS.

Mr. J. HEWITT

Mr. J. T. GARRATT

Barclays Bank Ltd., Longton
Mrs. REES T. C. JONES
Mrs. C. G. HARRISON
Mrs. R. P. HAYWARD

Mr. ERIC PIDDUCK

s.Adems, < end Octobern 1942.
9, Fullbrook Read,
aisall

3 2 I have heard that Sgt. Arthur Ernest
Noe. 101462 Prisoner of War No.25024, is a Prisoner
Stalag V111~-B, Germany.

This news comes to me this morning in a letter
dated the lst September, from the Camp Leader.

I thought I would let you knowin case you had
not heard.

Yours faithfully

Hon.Organiser.




@he Ropal ‘Aii Force Benebolent Fund,

Patron: HM. THE KING.
CHairMAN : H.R.H. THE DUKE OF KENT, K.G.

Telephone No.: HOVE 3992.
EATON HOUSE,
14, EATON ROAD,

All Communications to be addressed to the Secretary
HOVE, SUSSEX;'

F. C, Adams Esq
49, Fullbrook Road,

Walsall,
Staffordshire.

Near §Sir,
Tne Council of the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund hawe
learnt with much regret that your son is reported missing, and
I am asked to convey to you their very sincere sympathy.
I am to inform you that if vour missing son was making

P S
LT S B & & o)

vou & voluntary allotment through offlclal channels while in the

Service, you should e lving
moment from the Air ¥inistry which will contlnue for a period
of 13 weeke pending further infermation concerning your son.

If the allowance is not being received, you should
communicate immediately with the Secretary, Ailr Mlnlstry, (Accts.7)

, Redhill, Worcester.
your missing son was contributing privately

1f, .however, y iesing
t0 your supnort " you snoulﬂ maxe application for the temporary
allowance to *ne Air ¥inistry as above, forwarding at the same

time proof of such assigtance
Should.you be in neeéd of some temporary assistance either

now or at any time in the future, please let me know and I will

,,_‘__AAg:zanaa_ihuLinumJEcansaenLaiixe,IQ 1nterv1ew you gt the earllest

opportunity.

In the meantime, if I can help or advige in any way
perhaos you will kindly wrlte to me, otherwise please 4o not
trouble to answer this letter.

Yours truly,

Dept. O:A.

e

&\Squadron Leader,
Secretary.












